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Seneca Trag. 





Hear abundance of People talk very freely of the 
Dae and Period of a Mintfry ; and fome of thofe 
who fpend their Jrigmesics on this Subjeét, pre- 
tend to be ty ae ae Sorsnanets as any 
6 i ighbours, and to be as much in the 
here of thot Great Patriots, whom Her Majefty has 
laced at cheHélm of the State. Ina Conftitution, which 
zt together by fo many minute Parts, and which de- 


a 


upon fuch Variety of Wheels and Motions, where 

and Freedom are in a perpetual Flux and Reflux, 
gaining ground every Day upon each other, we mutt of 
ineceflity be liable to Turns and Contingencies, and in 
fpite of the Maxims of Cardinal Richliex, be more in 
Power of Fortune, than other People who move in 

a lower Orb, and are Mafters of no more Wifdom and 
ferve to furnifh them with the com- 


Policy, than ma . ) 
OY itater and Comforts of retired Life. Confi-: 


ing this great Uncertainty of a Free State, and the 
many intticate Dependencies with which that Sytem is 
incumber'd, every Miniffer, in fuch a Service ftands up- 
on a Pinnacle; and in the midft of all his Grandeur has 
a Sword hanging over his Head and held back only by 
he precarious Force of a fingle Horfe-bair, The 
Smiles of a Sovereign, the Favour of the Multitude, the 
Advice and Affiftance of many wife and able Men uni- 
ed in the fime publick Undertaking, and, above all, 
he Bleffing of Providence upon a juft and honourable 
“ail, are mighty Supports, and will enfure the Poifef- 
ion of Power a long time, to thofe, who ufe it in the 
‘purfuit of the may great Ends, for which it was en- 
ted to a few Individuals, rather than to the Collechve 
Body of Mankind. But even thefe Advantages have 
fail'd the wifeft of our Species : Succefs has often baulk’d 
nobleft Caufe: The Hero has gone to the other 
orld for his Triumph, and left his Enemies in pare 
fion of every Thing, but of that Pofbumous Glory, 
which adorn’d an empty Name, after the Owner of it 
had fallen in the Caufe of Virtue and Juftice. ThisU'n- 
certainty is redoubled, and becomes a perfect Lottery, 
where-ever Strife and Contention are let »ofe in a No- 
ion, where Faflions rage and worry one another, and 
ven the Government it felf is treated asa Party. Un- 
der thefe Circumflances; a Miniffry is oblig’d to aé in 
another Capacity, than that which properly belongs to 
them: They maft fometimes 4c like Mii, as well as 
Cwil Officers, draw forth their Forces, and appear at 
he Head of Squadrons and Battalions, whenever Fattion 
takes tlie Field, and declares open War again them. 
re wants but very little of bringing Things, as they 

Mow fland, to this deplorable’ Crips : We fee the Go- 
vernment, both Maje/ty and Minifiry, publickly Defam‘d 
id Iinfislted : Every Man chufes his Side and his Leaders, 
out regard" Du or Allegiance, and ftands forth 

© meet tlie‘ oppofite Party, upon all Occafions, where 
Fattion is allow'd to play over the moft difmal Scenes of 
Madnefs and "Violence, without coming to an open Rup: 
re, and ‘breaking out into Overt-atls of Treafon and 
urder, In this Caft, if a-Miniffry by avoilng one 
Extream, will run into ‘another, ecually erous ; -if 
whilft they generoufly decline fecuring themfelves at the 
Tazard o i Publick Liberties, they grow Tame and in- 
enfible’ Of Injaries, and fuffer the Fermentation to get a 
ad, and infect the whale Mafs of the Body Politick, 

t is navwral tor their Enemies to take Advantage of chis 


Fatis agimur ; cedite fatis. 
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eafie Difpofition, and to keep up the Animofity, widen 
the Divifion, and. go on to make an Intereft with the 
Mob, by vain Fears and falfe Alarms of Danger ; till, 
in fome favourable Juncturé, they wreft the Sword out of 
thofe Hands, which had 6 long borne it in vain. 

The Poffcflion of Power, amidft thefe Difficulties, is 
almoft as great an Uncertainty as the Fortune of PVar, 
and flands expofed to as many Turns and Crofs Acci- 
dents. Every Month produces a new Siege, or a Battie 
of Parties ; and becaute Intereft, not Honour, is the aim 
of the Aggreffors, they, who have moft to lofe, are moft 
apparently in danger. Thefe Confiderations amount to 
a full Proof, that the beft of Patriots are more expofed 
to Mortality, as Minijfers of State, than as Men; and 
yet the more Hazards they run, and the more liable they 
are to Diffelurion, the lefS poffible is it for us to fix 
Dates to their Power, Lot aflign a Period to their Great- 
nefs, not asking Leave of the Prerogative. Without a 
fteady Train of wife Meafures, and an Uniformity in 
Condu&, exaétly fitted to the Nature of the Confti- 
tution, and the Temper of the People, it is impoffible 
that any plo fhould be of long tion: And yet 
even) the Beft of Men, thus qualified, and a¢ting by thefe 
Principles, cannot promife to themfelves, tho’ with the 
(Cohfeént of the Crown, an uninterrupted Rup and Scries 

Profperity. «There is a blind ace, more fecret 
than any of theis Counfels, which, like their Evil Ge- 
nixs, haunts and incommodes them ; and an unfeen Fa- 
tality mingles with their wifeft Defigns, and often gives 
them an unhappy Turn, which no human Caution could 
forefee or preverit. For the Nature of Free States is 
fuch, that tho’ the whole Syflem be leaft expofed to final 
Overthrow, yet by being over-curioufly wrought, the 
feveral Parts are more dubject to frequent Alterations, 
than in any other Plan whatever. Befides, if we take in 
all Wordly Politicks at one general View, what, in refpect 
to our weak felves, we often call Chance, is, no doubt, 
in jt felf, a diviner Principle, and may be term’d Provi- 
denge : For the Great Governor of the World always 
intending either to Reward or Punifb, tho’ we know not 
which of thofe two Events is to take place, both of 
them being indifferent in this Life, therefore it is im- 

offible for us to form fuch good Defigns, or concert 

fures fo very wifely, but he can convert both to our 
Ruin and Confufion: And juft fo it is impoffible for 
our Enemies to by Fsoleftd for our Defiruétion, and in- 
vent Schemes of Mifchief, which he ¢annot make fub- 
fervient to our Weite and Happinefs. As it was faid 
of the ieee Cofmo, ourder of the Tujcap State, That 
whilft he flept, or play’d, “ar was wholly wnactive, For- 
tune, at the fame time, was contriving fuch Things for 
him, as fecur’d him in the Poffeffion of whatever his Am- 
bition aim'd at, whilft himfelf had all the Glory of thofe 
Events, as wfuigh hy by.his own Wifdom and Induftry : 
So it may be as juftly afirm’d of much greater Statef- 
men, thar, whit they are bufie in Council, toiling and 
fweating for the Publick, an unforefeen fatal Chance 
may turn the, wifeft of their Meafures to their own and 
their Country's Difadvantage. Such is the unayoidable 
Condition of Stare-Affurs ; the leaft Defeé in point 
of Conduct, hazards the nobleft Undertaking, and yet 
De a ace of — may however be 
ollow'd by the moft unlu yents, and iffue ia Ruin 

and Confufion. Sey ae 
Such 
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« Sach of my Fellosv-SubjeAs as bufy themfelves in ma- and as much Concern’d for their Safer 
kifig Enquiries into the Age and Duration of the poem 
1d Period, «. 


mtr, eye Or D 
hilt oy rot > Ut Zellous ES Hont ~ and In- 


tereft, ougheto.change?the, Search, and look into theif 
own Heares for Truth and Sincerity. They have certaige 
iy a Spice of the Wrig, and do not know_ it. They.de- 
ight in Changes and Revolutions, and want to fee a Set 
oF new Faces at Court. If ithey envy Wtlio®, who 
ot a Step or two above them, how well foever they 
ee eir Honours, they will naturally receive a tacit 
Pleafure from, being Witnefles to their Mortification. Or 
perhaps they are a little Pigu'd, becaufe themfelves and 
Their Friefids “did fot coine fo far into Play as they ex- 
petted ; and therefore they would gladly fee others dif- 
appointed for Company. whoever moves by any of 
thefe Springs, betrays a bafe corrupted Difpofition, and 
is a Scandito a Good Caufe, notwithftanding the loudeft 
and moft fanguine Profeffions. 
_ I muft freely own, I cannot think of any remote Pro- 
bability, or even Poffibility of a Change in the prefent 
Miniftry, without the mot dreadful Apprebeniions ; more 
Dreadful to my Country, than the HORRIBLE EX- 
PECTATIONS of the Whigs can be Entertaining to 
that Party. } cannot think of this, without imagining 
new Burthens laid upon Great Britain, more infupport- 
able than the Yoke the lately fhook off. 1 muft fuppofe 
anew War broke out abroad, and perhaps another at 
home at the fame Time ; without being able to fee to an 
End of either. The utmaft Relief I can then hope for, 
is a fhort Interval of Eafe now and then, from the Va- 
riety of Oppreffions, and Multitude of Tyrants. We all 
know, how faft our Old Maffers Pofted to the Goal of 
their Ambition, and the Accomplifhment of our Ruin : 
What would they do, fhould they again get into the Cha- 
riot, now they are whetted with Anger and Difappoint- 
ent, eager for Revenge, heated with frefh Rage, and 
yefo many new Pallions added to their former, to 
which both We and They were doom’d for Slaves, with- 
out Redemption ? Their Meafures are now broken, and 
their ableft Managers difpers’d ; fhould ‘they fadderily re- 
turn to Power, in thefe fhatter’d Cittumfances, even 
their own uiprepar'd Condition, and ‘the Divifions that 
reign ano m, would be an intolerable Plague to the 
State. Perha ps their Mars, whom they have made fome- 
thing more than a Demi-god, fince he fell for them, would 
then think a Limited Throne too narrow. for his Merit, 
as he is the Deliverer of Europe. He would ftarce believe 
Bimfelf fecure, till we were all Shatkled at his Feet ; and 
I queftion if he would ever more bear the Menaces, or 
liften to the Republican Schemes of his Coadjutors of the 
Fanta. The Oneen, the Church, and the Hanover Suc- 
ceffion, would then indeed be pafs'd Danger: And tho" l 
cannot deny, bur that there are many Great and Able 
Men, among’ my Fellow-Subjects, in the fame Intereft 
with the Prefent Minijfry, arid fit to fill the higheft Pofts 
ef Truft Honour; onwhich account, lam fome- 
what thelefs concern’ for their Mortality; yet the 
Tryal at this time is extreamly dangerous, and may ferve 
' to open an. unhappy Breach, whereat all our old inve- 
may emer and devour us. 1am not fora 
any mote-than tor a General, for Life ; neither 


terate 
Min’ 
rout ‘reckon this Point among the Fundamentals of 


our Government :* But yet confidering prefent Circum- 
flances, and the ricklifh Nature of that Crifis, which is 
now before us, 1 cannot forbear faying, thar next to the 
Perfons, who have an immediate Inicreft in the Crozn, 
thefe Men ought to be moft Dear to us; not fo mach 


out of Duty, as‘they are our Sxperiors, nor yet out of 


Gratitude, as they have been our Deliverers, as out of 2 
Principle ‘ot Sel -Incercft, becaufe they feem to be the 


only Men, able ‘and willing to compleat our nig 


and to fercle it upon folid and lafting Foundations : 


that therefore we ought to be as Jealous of their Honour, 


the Safety and Honour of the State ; and more 
deal thamghey,arefor their own. . 


own Fears, or thofe of my Briends ; tho’ perha 
too mucli Regard to the 
amay redouble their Noife and Fury, becaufe the Yj, i ~~ 
firy are gut of their reach; And indeed, human. 
‘fpeaking, arid ‘with all due’ Deferente to’ Prins: 
and Chance, and to Woig.and Tory, the Adorer; , ion 
both, I cannot Forefee any Evil Accident, or Violen 
jrom without, Which ‘catr’ 
Mini 
The : 
The.various Artifices and Attempts, that have been ws 
to alienate their Affections, have only ferv’d to EXpole 
the Authors. of them to common Contempt and k,. 
fentment. The Whigs fecretly own, that they have j,, 
mounted the worft Di 1 i 
all Affeftation, a Proof of a baffled Caufe, and the [ay Tan 
guage of Defpair. We daily fee, what a hard fhift 
make, ‘to pang together 5 wha ‘ 

are to keep up each other’s Spirits, and wit 
irene Delof 4 aoe ee 


to the carrying on of their Defigns, that.a good 0; 
fhould be nate 4 Sia 


for which reafon, they lower'd the Prerogative ; ‘andiy 
any other Harids but 
_ exert re hg Mt its uthy 
rity of t refent Miniffry, that they are Goy 

by the Queen, and aét as Creatures Te the pa 
tive. The Great Elizabeth, whofe Steps Her Majefy treat 
in, and marks with new Luftre, had more Power oye 
Her Minifters, tan all Her Predeceffors ; and beings 


apron | Bayar Rope mot : 7 
if there be any r of the prefent Minijry, it mu 
arife from among chenfelves: ad they onl pi onic 
able for it: But we mufthavea care of Credulity, 
ci, there are Whigs, to Clamour and Whifper. ‘Cun 
we 


divide thofe, who know they have no other way lett 1 
fabdue them ? Can we think, that any private Sufpr 
cions fhould reft upon fuch Men, as have acquitted evey 
soy Troft fo faithfully ? Or can we fappofe, that They 


voluntarily undertook the greateft Toils, for the fake of 
hazarding all in the Service of their Country ? Whenthe 
Whigs Clamour with a little Confiftency, one may profit 
by as much Attention: But by all the Facts and public 


racter of the Great Brandon, Duke of Suffolk ; of whom 
it is Recorded ; That he never was ont of Favour with bs 
Prince,‘ nor Unfortunate in any Undertaking. 
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y, 4s they aN = 
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ject with any Regard to n 





] am mot treating this ‘ 


rs of the Wigs. Ty 


‘or Overturn the Proj, 


- They have a valt Majority.in the Legifuin, i 
ergy, Gentry and Populace, are entirely with them, 


ties: Thetp prefent Frenzy; 































t ftrong Cordials they px. 


ions they buoy up a finking Fillion, agi 
referve an ex sang Fai upon the Snuff, in Stink ayj 
wilight, When ey were in Power, it was neccfhj 


eat leaft their Equal, if not their Inferia:; 


Hath had left it unabley 


nee. But it is the Sq 
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perfect Judge of Men, was, for that very Reafon, milan’ 
conftant in Het Favours to thofe, who had ferved Hae: 


to the Publick. In fing 
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lieve, that a few Faélious Medlers thal! be able to 


uld differ about Shares of Honour and Profir, who 


currences extant, thefe Men feem to aim at the Che 





December next, at the Mitye- Tavern over 
flan’s Church in 
Afternoo 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


| Jet Publith’d, 

**™* The Importance of the Guardtan confider’d, int 
Second Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge. By a Frien! 
of Mr. St—le. Printed for: John Morphew, near Sw 
tioner's Hall, Price 6 d. * Part of the Seven 
Epiftle of the Fir Book of Horace, Imitated: And 
Addrefs'd to a Noble Peer. The Sgcond Edition 
Printed for A. Dodd, at the Peacock without Temple 
Bar. Price 2 Pence. 

LI. Gentlemen Educated at Black-Heath School in 

Kent, are defired to meet on Tuefday the Eighth of 
againft Sr.Dut 
eetftreét at Five of the Clock in tt 
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